Cary FoR WEIS BERG. 


5 May 69 
Dr John Nichols 
ranses City 


Deer John: | 

i have your letter informing thet vou received —rchives 
photos of Uls 141, 543,644,545, and 557. I look forward to 
secing the pictures. 

+ believe that I mentioned in e previous letter that I 
noticed that Ul 141 (unfired, with bullet) had rather rounded 
corners at neek and shoulder end thet the other three secmed 
more sharp-- all this based on Thompson's photos. 1 am sure 
that i noticed this and pretty sure that 1 mentioned it. 

Of couse, it is significant, but I confess that I don't 
Imow whet to make of it. Your information that UTs 5435-545 
( and I presume also 557) do not show machine marks on the 
shoulder and neck is strong indication that they were not fired 
in the chamber, but there is no way of establishing that wmless 
we see cages that we know were firec in the chember. I don't 
want to say anything Cefinite wntil I see the rhotes and can 
compare them. <n alternative (if xm you can't ret the rifle) 
is to collect samples from as many rifles as pussible end see 
whether we can establish e more or less reneral pvrincinle that 
nec}: and shouléers are engraved by machine marks. Cenerelly 
the chambers of 014 military rifle are not as finely tooled 
as the barrels, and I would susnect that they are coarse, but 
tl am not really sure. 

The sharp corners confuse me. I may be able to say more 
when Il see the photos. 

I still think the dents occurred before firing, in the 
course of normal loading of cartridge from clip to chamber. 

I say this because I cannot conceive of any means whereby they 
can have been dehtec after firing, x= even if someone wished 
deliberately to dent them. If you can produce such dents I 
will chenge my view, but keep in mind that xke a similar mark 
appears on Ci 141 which we lmow beyond doubt was marked as a 
fullt bulleted cartridge. There are two factors that might 
infinmer determine whether teks shoulder @ents occur in the 
course of normal loading: ; 

1) The tightness of the extractor (or whether the movement 

of the extractor is obstructed in eny way) $3 
heinvesnxthexentranceet xthem 

2) The location of the entrance of the chamber with respect 

to other points in the l'-C action, Here the’ difference 
of a millineter might be a determinant. 4 
-é can't know specifically what factors produce éents vntil 
we can produce them ourselves. 
i consider the question of the dent on the ecnse mouth settled. 
Jo you? This is in accordance with the revised version that 
uxax has the case mouth striking the chamber wall near the 
chanber entrence. In my tests I rot dents on the case mouth 
at about "4 o'clock" as you look into the case mouth: this would 
be about "7 o'closk" as you look into the chamber entrance. I 
marked the top if the ceses before i thrust the bolt. Do you 
eet the seme results? 


SHAE, 
ede. 
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